Annual Estimales ;

80, be hoped communications sent to the
department would be attended to more
expeditinusly than in the past. To-day
he received from a constituent a letter
writteo last Monday, which bore on some
remarks previously made by him with
regard 1o the Lands Department. He
wonld quote one small passage: “ 1 will
be extremely obliged if you will ask the
Minister for Tands why replies have not
been sent to my letters of August 19th
and Auvgust 26th, 1901, and also the re-
minder sent to him on 15th October,
1901.” Throughout the whole of this
State complaints were rife as to the cor-
respondence branch of this department.
These complaints had been brought to the
knowledge of the departmeot tume after
time, and no improvement had taken
place. He trusted the fact of the matter
having been ventilated, as it had been
during the discussion on the Esthnates,
would cause some reform.

Tur PREMIER: If the hon. member
would give him the letter he would
inquire into the matter.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Lands Department.

On wotion by the Premier, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 16 minutes to
12 o’clock, until the next day.

[30 Jarvary, 1902.]
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Legislative @Council,
Thursday, 30th January, 1502

Papers presented—Petition : Early Closing Bill—
Question: Solicitors’ Fees, iculnrs - Question
Coolgardie Water Scheme, Pipe Caulking—Retum
ordered: Rails and Fasteniugs, particulars —Re-
turn: Coolgnrdie Water Scheme, Pipe Canlking—
Return ordered: Public Works Ewmployees, par-
ticulprs—Return ordered: Public Works Con-
tructs, as to adjudication—Lenve of Absence—
Motion: Criminal Code Rill, select committes
discharged-—Pawnbrokers  RBill, third rending--
Criminol Code Bill, in Committee, Recommittal ;
rogregs—Enarly Closing Bill, in Committee to
jlnuse 8; progress—Industrin) Concilintion and
Arbitration Rill, second reading moved —Workers'
oy tion Hill, d readivg (resumed)
adjourned—Adjowrnment.

Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4:30 o'clack, p.m.

PrAYEES,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the MinisTER FoR LanDs: By-laws
of Municipalities of Guildford and Pad-
dington.

Order: To lie on the table.

PETITION—EARLY CLOSING BILL.

How. 3. RavprrL (Metropolitan) pre-
sented a petition signed by 7} shop-
lreepers carrying on business in Perth and

. suburbe, praying that shops may be open
. till 9 o’clock p.m.

Petition received and read.

QUESTION—SOLICITORS’ FEES,
PARTICULARS,
- How. F. T. CROWDER asked the
Minister for Lands: What fees are owing
to solicitors outside the Crown Law Offices
for services rendered during the past 12
months, us from 1st January, 1901.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
A, Jumeson) replied : All accounts ren-
dered have been paid. There are one or
two accounts outstanding, particulars of
which have not yet come in.

How. ¥. T. Crowper: Will you
supply particulars of those fees?

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes; when
the information has been received.

QUESTION—COOLGARDIE WATER
SCHEME, PIPE CAULKING.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY asked the

i Minister for Lands: 1, If the Govern-
. ment is aware that the systemn of canlking
" the pipes of water mains hy hand labour
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has, prior to the advent of Messrs.
Couston & Co.’s patent machine, proved,
ns a general rule, satisfactory. z, Has
the Government considered the expe-
diency of calling for tenders for caulking
the joints of a section of the Coolgardie
Water Scheme rising mam under the
usual system of hand labour in order to
ascertain the price per jointat which con-
tractors would be prepared to carry ont
the work. and also serve as @ check upon
the cost of performing thia work as esti-
mated by the officers of the Works
Department ? 3, If not, will the Gov-
ernment do so0?

Ter MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied :—1, Yes; as a genarul rule hand-
caulking is satisfactory, but the conditions
obtaining with regard to the Conlgardie
maim and joints are such that hand-
caulking would probably be unsatisfac-
tory, and would not result in such
efficient work as is obtained by the
michine-caulking. As a general rule,
pipe-joint canlkers are accustomed to the
caulking of the joints of cast-iron mains,
which ure rigid and do not spring under
the blows of the hammer; whereas the
Coolgardie main has considerable elas-
ticity, and requires to be very carefully
canlked, otherwise the pipes would
“gpring "’ under the operation, and leaky
joints would result, although the joint at
the same time might appear to be
thoroughly well caulked. Joints of steel
maing have, of course, been caulked by
hand, bub such mains are not generally

subjected to the very heavy pressures.

which will obtain in some parts of the
Coolgardie muin. Caulking which might
be quite efficient for low pressure wonld
probably be altogether useless for heavy
pressnres. Tests have been made on the
Coolgardie main of joints caulked by
hand in the ordinary way, with a view to
determining the efficiency of same under
pressures which will be met with on the
Coolgardie main, and although thoroughly
experienced caulkers were put on the
work, it was found that in nearly every
instance the joints leaked when the heavy
pressures were approached. 2, The tests
carried out to determine the suitability,
efficiency, and economy of the pafent
caulking machine for jointing gave results
so satisfactory, and so much superior to
the results from hand-caulking, that it
was considered inadvisable to resort to

[COUNCIT..]
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« (for Hon. G. Bellingham},

Coolgardie Water.

hand-caulking. Departmental experience
of practical work dene on the pipe main
hag confirmed the opinion arrived at from
results of experimental tests, 3, For the
reasons given in replies to Questions 1
and 2, it is not considered either neces-
sary or desirable to call for tenders for
band-caulking.

RFETURN—RAILILS AND FASTENINGS,
PARTICULARS.

Ou maotion by Hon, F. T. CROWDER
ordered :
That 2 return be laid on the table, show-
ng the cosl per ton in London for rails,
freight, and charges to Fremantle, nnd
other charges, the weight per yard, and
the quantities used: also the separate
cost of fastenings, per ton, on the follow-
ing railway lines : —Southern Cross-Kal-
goorlie railway line, Coolgardie- Kalgoorlie
duplication, Kalgoorlie-Menzies, Menzies-
Leonora, Cue-Nannine, Donnybrook line.
Ttems enumerated above to be separate.

RETURN — COOLGARDIE WATER
SCHEME, PIPE CAULKING.

Hown. J. T. GLOWREY (South)
moved :

That a return be laid on the table of the
House, showing:—1, The ostimated cost of the
whole of the plant already purchased and that
still required to complete the caulking of the
Coolgardie pipe main under Messrs. Couston
& Co’s patent system, including all patent
royaltics paid and to be paid. 2, The estima-
ted cost of a plant to eanlk the whole of the
Coolgnrdie pipe main under the usual gystem
of hand labour. 3, The estimated cost per
joint of performing the work of caulking only
after the lead is in position (a) by hand labour
in the usual way, including local supervision ;
(b} by Messrs. Couston & Co.s machine,
including all stores and other expenses and
local supervision. Assuming that .the cost of
exeavating and refilling the pipe trench, hand-
ling the pipes, valves, and other similar
appliances, and also running the lead into the

i joints would be common to hoth systems.

3

The question of caulking the pipes by
band or by machine was engaging the
mwinds of various persons, and many
opinions had been expressed. It would
be well to have the information laid on
the table.

How. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan) :
What the hon. member evidently required
was the actual cost of the plant already
purchased, and the estimated cost of that
to be obtained. If the metion were
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allowed to pass as proposed, the hon. ! instance; and he desired to have informa.

member might not get the information he
required.

Snburban) : If information were given as
to the estimated cost, members could find
out what was the difference between the
estimated and the actual cost.

Question put and passed.

RETURN-—PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEES,
PARTTICULARS.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY (South)
moved :

That a reburn be laid upon the table of this
House, showing the names, designations, and
daily rewmnerntion, including allowances, of
all assistants engaged in the Public Works
Department at the present time in connection
with cach departmental work now in progress;
such nssistants not being Inbourers, artizans
actnally working at their respective trades, or
assistants provided for in either the Loan or
Rovenue Estimates.

There were a number of officers in the
Woarks Department for whom apparently
no provision was made: he would like to
know if they were paid as day labourers
or not ?

Question put and passed.

RETURN-—PUBLIC WORKS CONTRACTS,
A8 TO ADJUDICATION.

Hox. J. T. GLOWREY (South)
moved :

That a return be laid upon the table of this
Honse, showing all contracts let during the
past 10 years under the Public Works Depart-
ment, in conneetion with which the Engineer-
in-Chief has adjudicated as arbitrator. The
retarn to show in columnar form: 1, The
description of eonfract.
contractor. 3, The original contract price,
4, The amount certified to be due to the con-
tractor by the supervising officer prior fo
arbitration. 5, The amount claimed by con-
tractor over and above the awount in Column
No. 4. 6, The amount awarded by the Engineer-
in-Chief in respect of the amount claimed by
the contractor. 7, The total amount paid on
all accounts to the contractor in final settle-
ment, including the original contract priee.
8, Such remarks as may be necessary to explain
any information contained in the return.

Attention was now being drawn to
departmental day-work, and he had given
some atieniion to the contract system.
A few years ago the Niagara Dam was
constructed, and whereas the contract
price was £20,000, the country eventually
had to pay £60,000. This was only one

tion supplied so that members wounld be

i in & position to express opinions, and to
How. J. M. SPEED (Metropolitan-

2, The name of the :

know exactly how the contract system
had been carried cuf during the past few
yeurs.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by the Hon. G. RanpErL, |

leave of absence for 14 duys was granted

to the Hon. 8. J. Haynes, on the ground

of Hllness, and to the Hon. H. J. Saunders,
on account of urgent private business.

MOTION—CRIMINAL, CODE BILL, DIS-
CHARGE OF COMMITTEE.

Howr. R. 8. HAYNES (Central) moved:

That the Order of thé Day for hringing up
the report of the select committee on the
Criminal Code Bill he discharged, and that
the Bill be considered in a committee of the
whole House, after Order of the Day No. 1.
The members of the select committee
were of opinion that if they undertook
the task of reporting to the House on
this Bill, they would natorally hereafter
be held responsible if there were any
defects in the law; and it would be
impossible for any committee to give a
guarantee to the House, when such a
short time was at the disposal of the
committee. It was thought desirable
that the Bill should De threshed out in
Committee.

Quesiion put and passed,
select committes discharged..

and the

PAWNBROKERS BILL.

Read a third tiwe, on motion by {he
MinisTer For LanDs, and transmitted to
the Legislative Assembly.

CRIMINAL CODE BILL.
IN COMMITTEE,

Clause L—agreed to.

Clause 2—Establishment of Clode :

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that in line 1 the word “March” be
struck out, and “ May " inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 3 to 9, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 10—General rules :

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that in line 2, after * Court,” the words
“or a majority of them” be inserted.
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Amendrent pui and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Schedule I.—The Criminal Code of
Western Australia:

Chapters I. fo VII., inclusive—agreed

to.

Chapter VIIL—Offences against the
executive and legislative power:

Clause 58—Threatening witness before
Parliament :

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that, in the last line, the words * with
hard labour” be inserted between *im-
prisoument” and * for.”

Put and passed, and the chapter as
amended agreed to.

Chapters IX. to XII, inclusive—
agreed to.

Chapter XTIT.—-Corruption and abuse
of office :

Clause 90—Administering extra-judi-
cial oaths:

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that, in line 10, the words “or a joint
commitiee of both Houses” be inserted
between * House” and ** nor.”

Put and passed, and the chapter as
amended agreed to.

Chapters XIV. to XXXI., inclusive—
agreed to.

Chapter XX XJI1.—Assaults on females;
Abduction :

Clanse 324— Punishment for rape :

Hox. A, G. JENKINS: This clause-

altered the punishment for rape from
death to imprisonment for life, with or
without whipping. The House bad atan
earlier stage of the session adopted a
resolution affirming that the death pen-
alty should not be abolished in the case
of rape. He concwrred in that reso-
lution, and therefore moved that all the

words after “ imprisonment,” in line 2, be |

struck out, and “ punishment of death ™
inserted in lieu. If there wag one crime
that should be visited with the death
penalty, it was that of rape, more especi-
ally in a widely scattered community such
ag this. Women and young females on
the outskirts of settlement should be
given every possible protection.

Tug Minisrer For Lawns: If the
punishment for rape were death, a con-
viction would never be obtained.

Hown. A. B. Kmsox: No; never,

Hon.F. T. CROWDER: The amend-
meunt should not be adopted, because if
it were, juries would never convict.

[COUNCIL.)

|
!

in Commilttee.

the alternative of imprisonment for life
couid be retained in the clause, he might
vote for the amendment; but in the
circumstances he felt bound to oppose
it.

How. G. RANDELL : The words pro-
posed to be inserted might well be
enibodied in the clause, together with the
words proposed to be struck out.

How. A. B. Krpgow : There could Dle
no alternative to punishment of death.

Hox. G RANDELL: Mr. Jenkins's
contention that in certain cases of this
description the death penalty should be
inflicted was quite sound. Certainly,
death should be the punishment where
death resulted to the person injured.

Hox. A. B. Krnsow: Such a case
would be one of murder.

Hon. G. RANDELL: That was
doubtful, he thought. The sense of the
House appeared te be against the amend-
meut; but his opinion certainly was that
death should Le the penalty for outrage-
ous cases of rape. The death penalty
had in the past exercised a wholesome
restraining influence on men of a certain
class. The tendency of modern legisla-
tion was, no doubt, to lighten sentences ;
but-to follow that tendency at all times
would pot conduce to the welfare of
society at large. Certain excessively
lenient sentences passed in the State
lately had been most injuricus to the
wellbeing of the community. Society
had rights and claims as well as the
hardened criminal. A sentence of two
years’ imprisonment, recently imposed on
a scoundrel who had all but murdered a
policeman, was scarcely adequate. Of
course the Judge who passed the sentence
could only be guided by the evidence
put before him; and it appeared that
the whole facts of the case were not
brought to the Judge’s knowledye.

How. A. B. KIDSON : Agreeing with
Mr. Crowder that with death the pen-
alty for rape it would be practically
impossible to obtain convictions, he
opposed theamendment. The crime was
most difficult of proof ; and it would be
extremely hard to induce a jury to return
a verdict of guilty if the punishment
were death. His experience was that
charges of rape were, in nine cases out of
ten, the merest trumped-up charges. In
the old country the penalty had been for

If | many vears that proposed by this Bill
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Burely imprisonment for life with whip-
ping was a sufficient deterrent.

How. A. G. Jenkmvs: It was worse
than death.

Hor. A. B. KIDSCON : Exactly. Whip-
ping would perhaps act as a stronger
deterrent than even the death penalty.

How. G. RansELL: What did “ impri-
sonment for life” mean ?

Hon. A. B.KIDSON: About 20 years’
imprisonment,

Hon. . RawpeLL:
years ¥

Hor. A. B. KIDSON: Oh, no!

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
adoption of the amendment would result
in very serious danger to the community.
He entirely supported Mr. Kidson
everything stated. The offence was a
very uncertain ‘one, depending as it did
largely on inedical evidence, which was
sometimes of a very doubtful character.
It was wost difficult for a medical man
to assure himself that a rape had been
committed. An eminent medical jurist
had expressed the opinion that it was very
doubtful whether such a crime could be
committed—whether a woman in the full
possession of her strength could bLe out-
raged without the use of an anmsthetie.

‘Was 1t not seven
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The real ground of objection o the death
. penalty was that death was sogravea thing -

that we feared to use it as a punishment.
He hoped that the amendment would not

be carried. as he feared it would rather .

increase the crime than decrease it. The
penalty of death had been removed for
this offence because it was hard to obtain
aconviction. We werea more enlightened
people, and it appeared that in former
convict colonies this penalty still existed
—in New Sonth Wales and this State.
‘Why should people always be reminded
that this was formerly a convict colony ?

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: The death
penalty had been abolished in settled
communities because the population weve
brought in closer touch with one another.
But in sparsely populated places, where
women and children were away from
centres of population, more protection
ghould be given. The punishment of
death would only take place in aggra-
vated cases. The Executive had the
power to commute the penalty, and wounld
do so, nnless the case was a very bad one.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY moved that
the clause be postponed.

in Commitlee. 264.5

Motion put and negatived,

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause passed, and the chapter ngreed
to.

Chapters 33 to 67, inclusive—agreed to.

Chapter 68:

Clause §67—Reservation of points of
law:

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS
moved that in line 16, after < Judge” the

words “or chairman of the court’ be
inserted.
Hon. A. B.KIDSON : Was the amend-

ment necessary in view of the fact that a
Fourth Judge Bill had been passed, which
enabled a Judge to be appointed o go on
eircuit to try cases? The idea of having
a fonrth Judge was to do away with the
chainman of Courts of Quarter Sessions.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amendinent should be made to meet any
contingency in the event of there not
being a fourth Judge at any particular
time.

Howr. A. B. Kipson: That contingency
would hardly arise until the Fourth Judge
Bill had been repealed.

Tae MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
amendment would prevent any difficulty
arising. Distances in this country were
so great that it might be impossible for
the fourth Judge fo go to Derby or
Wyndham.

How. A. B. KIDSON : Prisoners from
distant places were sent down for trial in
many instances,

How. BE. McLARTY : Prisoners were
not sent Gown for trial in all cases. A
charge of murder bad been tried by a
magistrate who was appoeinted a commis-
sioner.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: In a uase
where a commissioner was not appointed,
prisoners were sent down for trial.

How., G. RANDELIL: This amend-
ment seemed to be useful to meet circum-
stances that might arise. A fourth Judge
could not be at Coolgardie and Wyndham
at the same time.

How. F. T. CROWDER: The object
Mer. Kidson had was to make it certain
that cases should be tried by a Judge,
and not a chairman of Quarter Sessions.
Still he would support the amendment,
as there were places to which a Judge
could not go. This amendment would
enable more than one case to be tried at

, the same time.
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Hon. W. MALEY: Four Judges
should be sufficient to try all the cases in
this State. But if any difficulty arvse it
would be an easy matter to bring in
legislation to meet special cases. In
South Australia, Mr. Justice Dashwood
was appeinted a Judge to deal with cases
in the Northern Territory, and special
legislation had to be enacted to enable
this to be done. If in the future Wynd-
ham became entitled to a Judge, then
legislation could be passed, so.that one
could be appointed. The clause should
be passed as printed. In view of the
extreme probability that the Fuurth
Judge Biil would pass into law, there
was no inducement to support the amead-
ment. Criminal trials should be presided
over by a Supreme Court Judge.

Hown. R. . BURGES : Until we got
& cast-iron Judge we would be unable, in
this enormous country, to have every
criminal case tried by a Supreme Court
Judge. If the clanse were pussed as it
stood, a special Act would he needed
every time a commissioner was to be
uppointed.
Crown were the hest judges:as to the
necessity of the amendment, W]lich he
wauld support.

Hox. J. D. CONNOLLY : The clause
should be passed as it stood. Now that
it was fairly certain we were to have four
Judges, there was no necessily to have a
layman presiding at quarter sessions.
Moveover, the adoption of the clause
in its present form would cause a Judge
to be sent on cireuit immediately : other-
wise sowe considerable time might elapse
hefore circuit courts were established.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following vesult :—

Ayes
Noes

Q:'G'a@

Majority for ...

ATES.
Hon. R. §. Burges
Hoa. E, M, Clarke

Noks,
Hoa, H. Briggs
Hon. J, D, Counnolly

Hon. F. T. Crowder Hon, A, B, Kidson
Hon, A, Jamesou Hon, W. Mualey
Hon, R. Laurie Hen. B, C., 0'Brien
Hon, G. Randell Hon. J. T. Glowrely
Horn. J. E. Richardson (Teiler).
Hon. J. M. Speed
Hon. E. McLarty

(Tc!!cr).

Amendment thus passed, and the clause |

as amended agreed to.

The law advisers of the

[COUNOIL.|

|
|

Clanses 668 {u 671, inclusive—apgreed

to.

in Comnitier,

Clause 672—Appeal from summary
conviction :

Treg MINISTER FOR LANDS
woved, as amendments, that the words
“toa court of general or quarter sessions,”
in lines 2 and 3, be struck out, and that
 All cases stuted by a court of summary
jurisdiction upon questions of law must
be heard and determined by the Full
Court ” be udded to the clauss.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 673 to 675, inclusive—agreed to.

Chapter as amended put and passed

Chapters LXIX. to LXXIL, inclusive
—agreed to.

Chapter LXXIIT.—Miscelluneous pro-
visions :

Clause 713—Forms uf criminal pro-
ceedings :

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that, in line 1, the words “ or u majority
of themn” le inserted betweew * Court™
and ** may.”

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: What was the
reason for this amendmeunt? Tt was
highly desivable thut the Judges shonld
be unanimously agreed on matters of
procedure, since the rules would come
before them in the courts for construction,

Memeen: Suppose one of the Judges
refused to assist m framing the rules ¥

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: Such a con-
tingency as that could havdly be iinagined.
It was purt of n Judge's duty to make
these rules, and the Judges would
agsuredly do their duty. It seemed to
him that the wmendmeut was nob
required.

Tur Mirisrer rok Lanps: 'The rules
could vot be made if the Judges did not
agree on them,

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: If the rules
were made hy only a majority of the
Judges, it did not follow that the whole
Bench would be agreed on them.

Hon. J. M, SPEED: The Judges
could not 1ake rules in less than two or
three months ; and what was to be done
in the meantime ?

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Bill, if passed, would not come into force
until May ; and the rules would be ready
then. 1ndeed they were being prepared
nOW.

Hon. A. B, Kipsor : In that case, was
there any reason at all for making the
propased amendment ?
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Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS:
There might be a question as to the vules;
und it wus therefore considered advisable
to mwake the amendment proposed.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, G. RANDELL suggested that
“may,” in line 9, be struck out, and
“shall” inserted in lien, so that Judges
woluld be specifically directed to make
rules.

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
suggestion merely raised the question
whether the clause should be permissive
or compulsory.

Hor. A. B. Kipsow : The word “may "
implied that the Judges were bound to
make rules.

Tug CHAIRMAN: Ag a consequential
amendment, the words “or a majority
of them” would be inserted between
“Judges” and “may,” in line 9.

Clause as amended put and passed.

Second and Third Schedules—agrecd
to.

Fourth Schedule—Stututes of Western
Australia : -

How.J. D. CONNOLLY : The winend-
ments of which he had given notice were
suggested to bhim by the Kalgoorlie
Municipal Council, which had experienced
considerable trouble in dealing with
wowmen of ill.fame, The amendments
had been drafted by the solicitora to the
Kalgoorlie Council and had then been
referred to Mr. W. F. Sayer, the draftsman
of this Bill. Oun that gentleman’s advice
the amendments were being moved as
additions to the Fourth Schedule.

Hon. A. B. Kipson: The amend-
ments could not be moved now. The
Bill would lave to be recommitted to
ullow of their being moved.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLILY : They could
be moved, according to the advice he had
received.

How, A. B. KIDSON : The hon. meni-
ber wished to insert the amendment in
the wrong place ; it would look rediculous
in the Fourth Schednle. The smendment
should appear as portion of the code.

Hox. J. M. SPEED: How could the
amendment become part of the Fourth
Schedule? The repeal of any portion
of the Police Act could come in the
schedule.

Awmendment put and negatived, and the
schedule agreed to.

Preamble and litle—ayreed to.
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RECOMMITTAL.

Bill recommitted for amendment of
Clause 1, and to consider suggested new
clauses.

Clause 1—Short Title:

On motion by the MINIsSTER FOR
Lawps, the figures *1901” struck out
and *“1902” inserted in lieu.

Clause as amended agreed fo.

New Clauses:

Hown. J, D. CONNOLLY moved the
adoption of three new clauses relating to
comunon prostitutes.

On motion by Hon. G. RANDELL, pro-
gress reported and leave given to sit
again.

EARLY CLOSING BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1-—agreed to.

Clause 2—Interpretation:

Hon. G. RANDELL moved that the
word “close” in line 2, be struck out, and
“closed” inserted in lieu. This would
make the clause plain to the general
reader.

Put and passed.

Hox. . RANDELL wmwuved farther
that all the words m line 4, *“‘employ’
means employ in any way or any kind
of work,” be struck out.

Put and passed.

Hor. A. B.KIDSON : The amendment
be would propose in the definition of
“district” contained in this clause, was
really an amendment consequential on one
which he intended to move later. The
antendment he now desired to move was
that, in line 5, the words “Dby this Act
or” be inserted between “ declared ” and
“Dy.” The clause as it stood necessi-
tated a proclamation in order to bring the
measure into force anywhere at all;
whereas the old Act applied practically
throughoutthe State. Inthe first instance,
it applied tothe populous centres only; but
its operation could be extended by procla-
mation to places other than thoese speei-
fied in the Act. The reason why he wonld
move ot this stage the insertion of those
words, was that he intended to move
later that this Bill should apply to
all places to which the old Act had
appled.

Tut Mivister wor TANDS: Then
there wus no unecessity for the present
amendment.
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Hown. R. 8. HAYNES: The suggested :
amendment was altogether out of order.
We could not consider an amendment .
consequential on one so far not even pro-
posed. In accepting this amendment
hon. members would be committing
themselves.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr.
Kidson was perfectly right in stating that
this measure was to be brought into
operation only by proclamation. The
intention of the Ministry was to issue, !
immediately on the Bill being assented
to, a. proclamation applying the measure
to all places which had been subject to
the old Aect.

How. A. B. Kipson:
those places ?

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
was really unmecessary, and might only
lead to objections being raised.

Hor. R. 8. HAYNES: The soggested
amendment was not a businesslike pro-
ceeding at all. ‘The Committee could not -
be expected to bind themselves before-
hand to agree to an umendment of which
not yet vne word had been heard. The
proper course was to postpone the con-
sideration of Clause 2; and he moved .
accordingly that the consideration of
Clause 2 be postponed.

Hor. A. B. KIDSON: The amend-
ment suggested by him was perfectly in |
order. Hon. members thoroughly under-
stood what the issue was — namely, |
whether the present measure should be
on the lines of the old Act, or whether it
should be sometbing new. The question
might just as well be tested now, as
later. :

Horx. R. S. HAYNES: To ask mem-
bers of a Parliamentary Committee to
commit themselves to an amendment of
which not even the pature was known,
was something unheard of. The Com-
mittee were practically asked to take a
leap in the dark. He could not under-
stand why Mr. Kidson would not agree
to the postponement of the clause.

S GEORGE SHENTON: In view
of Mr. Randell’s amendmeats in this
clause, which amendments had heen
adopted, consideration of the whole of
the clause could not be postponed.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: No. Having
overlooked that circuinstance, he asked
leave to withdraw his amendment.

‘Why not name

[COUNCIL.]

in Commiliee.

Question (that leave be given to with-
draw amendment) put, and a division
taken with the following result.:—

Aves N |

Noes o 6
Majority for ... e B
AYES. '

Noks.

Hon. J. D. Connolly
. Hon. A. B, Kidson
Hon. R. Laurie
Hon. J. M, Speed
Hon. F. M. Stoune
' Bon. B. C, O'Brien

(Tellcr).

Hoo. R. G, Burges
Hon. E. M. Clarke
Hon. F. T Crowder \
Hon. R. 5. Haynes :
Hon. A, Jowneson
Hon, A, 3. Jenking
Hon, W,
Hon. E. McLnrty
Hon, G, Randell
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon. T, ¥, Q. Brimage
(Telier).

Motion thus passed, and the proposed
amendment withdrawn.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES moved that the
interpretation of “ district ”’ be postponed.
Members should keep their minds open,
and not commit themselves to uny amend-
ment until they knew what it was. It
would be desirable in all cases to postpone
the interpretation clause of a Bill until
after the other clanses had been con-
sidered in Committee.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: It would save
time and trouble if the Committee tested
the question at once, whether the Bill was
to go on the lines of the old Act or not.

Hon. W, MALEY: This question
should be decided on its merits, and the

' discussion not burked. He would sup-

port Mr. Haynes's motion.
How. J. M. SPEED: The whole of the
interpretation clause should be postponed

© until the end of the Bill.

Motion put and passed and the inter-
pretation of “ district™ postponed.

How, J. M. SPEED moved that the
remaining portion of the interpretation

. clause be postponed.

Put and passed, and the clause post-
poned.

Clanses 3 te 5, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 6—Closing time for bairdressers’
shops:

How. R. 5. HAYNES: This interpre-
tation seemed to clash with the interpre-
tation of “ shop.”

Clause put and passed.

Clause 7-—agreed to.

Clause 8—Shopkeeper may sell after
closing time:

Hon. A. B. KIDSON wmoved that the
clause be struck out. This was the main
bone of contention in the measure, and it
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would be well for members to take a
division on the clause, to test whether
the original Act or this Bill should
becone law. The clause was most objec-
tionable, and the passing of it might
wreck the measure. The shopkeepers
and employees, by a very large majority,
were against this elanse. The Govern-
ment had given members to understand
that it was intended to re-enact the old
law.

Tue MineTer For Lanns: No.

How. A. B. KIDSON: As a matter of
fact, the Government brought in a Bill
early in the session te re-enact the old
law. People were. quite satisfied with
the working of the old Act.

Hown. R. 8. Ha¥wgs: No.

How. A. B. KIDSON: No objection
was taken to it.

Hon. F. T. Crowper: A petition had
DLeen presented.

Hon A. B. KIDSON: The old law
wus acceptable to a greal majority of the
people, and should be re-enacted. No
Act of Parliament had ever been passed
that was not objecled to by some peojle.
A majority of those interested in this
measure had, since the old Act had
lapsed, adhered to the hours of closing
named in the law, which proved that the
original law was acceptable to the people.

Hon. F. T. CrownEr: What about
the petition signed by 78 people?

At 680, the CaatRMAN left the Chair.
At 735, Chair resumed.

Hown. A. B. KIDSON (continuing) :
In support of the retention of Clause 8,
the Minister would no doubt urge thai it
was in force in South Australia. That
argument had been fully dealt with
on the second reading. Though not
acquainted with the provisions of the
South Australian Act or with its working,
he did know the Western Australian Act,
knew it worked well,and that for some con-
siderable time past no objection had heen
expressed to it by those concerned.

Hon, F. T. Crowner: The old Act
had killed all the small shopkeepers.

Hon. A. B. KTDSON : Nothing of the
kind. He joined issue on that statement
with the hon. member. Being the pro-
prietor of several small shops, he was in
a position to state thut the circumstances
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+ tion had worked well.
" tion of the Act had proved successful, it
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of the small shopkeepers had improved
under the Early Closing Act, and that
he, as a proprietor of small shops, had
also Lenefited by the Act.

How. R. S. Havwes: In that case,
the hon. member was speaking from
interested motives.

How. A. B. KIDSON: Not at all
These were merely facts advanced in
refutation of Mr. Crowder’s statement.
The circomstance that South Australia
had seen fit to alter its Early Closing Act
afforded no reason for our departing
from the lapsed Act, particularly in view
of the salient fact that the Act in ques-
Since the opera-

wonld be almost madness to adopt this

_ controversial clause, and he trusted the

Committee would strike it ount.

Hor. J. M. SPEED: The Minister
was hardly to be cougratulated on the
introduction of Clause 8 into the Bill.
If ever a clause said one thing and
neant another, it was this clause. Whilst
the Act was designed to encourage, or
rather to enforee, early closing, the adop-
tion of Clause 8 would produce an abso-
lutely contrary effect. If passed as it
stood, the measure would resemble the mis-
named Act for the Abolition of Irprison-
ment for Debt, which, beginning by
stating imprisonment for debt should he
abolished, immediately went on to provide
that imprisonment for debt should be
permitted in certain circnmstances. The
measure was called an Early Closing Bill,
and under Clause 8 it said there was to
be no early closing, but practically every
shop could remain open until 9 o’clock
at night. Small shopkeepers could enter
into competition amongst themselves. If
w shopkeeper kept three or four assistunis
he had tocloseat 6 o’clock : another shop-
keeper, who kept no assistants, could
come Into competition with him und
remain open until 9 o'clock at night. If
the operation of the law had been o ruin
shopkeepers thev were ruined already.
The real reason that people had to close
down their shops was owing to the central-
isation caused Dby the trams and the
facilities of going into the city. The
larger the capital 4 man had, the smaller
the profit he requnired on his goods. The
measure was a step in the right direction
of having Dbusiness conducted by the
State. He was not opposed to small
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shoplkeepers, but the Bill would safe-
guard this class by giving them loeal
option under Clause 8, if Mr. Kidson’s
awnendment were carricd on the recom-
mittal of the Bill. It was absurd to
think that under Clause 8 the hours were
going to be restricted, for if some shop-
keepers were allowed to open until 9
o’clock, and others bad to close at 6, it
wonld render the measure practically use-
less. The original Act had worked well
in the past, and there was no reason why
it should be altered now.

Hown . W. MALEY supported the clause.
Although he did not wish to give a
monoply of trude to the big man, it
was not always good policy to buy in
the cheapest market. We wished to
foster industries and spread the trade
amongst the white people. We should
distribute the trade and the profits as
much as we could amongst the people
of the State, if we desired to see
a thrifty, happy, and contented people.
An attempt was being made to inflick
capitalistic logislation against the masses
of the people. It might be wise to limit
the hours of employment, but no great
deeds had been done by men who were
not content to give the whole of their
time and energies to that which they took
in band. Therefore we shonld not deny
a man of energy the right to continue to
work. If we restricted a man’s oppor-
tunities an injustice was dome to him.
The assistants in the large shops bad his
heartiest sympathy. He believed in the
elyht-hours system in every department
of trade, and in large stores assistants
ought only to be compelled to work eight
hours. Bui what were they to do during
the other 16 hours of the day? It was
not possible to restrict a man’s labour to
cight hours. 1f a man worked in a store,
after his employment he could keep books
for another eight hours, and be as good a,
man the next day. He believed in
variety of employment, as it gave rest.
If the Committee ivsisted on everybody
closing early, where was the poor man to
get his necessaries? The Bill would not
give satisfaction to the peneral public,
The avenues of employment were not so
great that everyone of them could be
filled. In the small stores it was not
constant and persistent application — the
calls were few and far hetween. If
members wished to play into the hands
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of capitalists, well and good, Lut the
capitalist had sufficient advantagealrendy:
he had the best positions in the city, he
employed a large staff of assistants, and
he bought in the cheapest market. And
if the capitalist killed the small man, he
eontrolled the whole of the trade he was
engaged in. The poor man was restricted
to one line of business, and in that line
he had to siand or fall. It was a ques-
tion of capital against Jabour; but capital
could take care of itself. Both capitaland
labour had their rights. A bogey had
been raised in this debate—that of the
alien, He was u poor white man who
could not compete with the alien in any
department of life. ~We should not
vestrict a white wan’s earning power
becuuse one or two aliens stepped in.
How many aliens were there in the city
of Perth? The overwhelming majority
of shopkeepers were our own people, and
we wished to encourage our people, and
give them every opportunity to increasc
their business. The European shop-
keeper did not fear the competition
of the coloured men. Why bring in
drastic legislation which would affect the
the bone and sinew of the country?
‘When the original law lapsed there wus
no great uproar: there were no¢ mass
meetings, and there was no discussion
until the Minister introduced this new
Bill. The people were mndifferent to the
position.  As far as the earning power of
the shops were concerned to-day, it was
as great as ever it was, and if there was
any “slump,” he put it down to the times.
He did not know who was the father of
the Bill, or who bad bepotten the amend-
ment; but he could only hope the hon.
member had other progeny, because this
c¢hild wus doomed.

Hon. F. T. CROWDER: But for
Clause 8, he would on the second reading
huve repeated the action he took on a
previous occasion, and moved * that the
Bill be read this day six months.” As
for Mr. Kidson's remark that people
generally were-in favour of the old Act, it
was not correct. Mr. Kidson spoke
merely for interested parties who had
taken the trouble to send a deputation to
the Minister to protest against Clause 8.
The answer to that deputation was the
petition presented to-day by Mr. Randell,
bearing the signatures of 71 small store-
keepers. In the face of that petition,
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what was the value of Mr. Kidsow's
assertion? The deputation which waited
on the Minister consisted of large store-
keepers with a following of their assist-
ants. An assistant knew that if he did
not accede to the wishes of his employer
in such a matter as this, he would receive
dismissal; and this consideration largely
invalidated the opposition to the Bill.
It was surprising to find a Fremantle
representative like Mr. Kidson opposing
Clause 8. Even in New Zealand, the
home of socialistic legislation, ports were
exenpt from the early closing law. Mr.
Kidson, however, on behalf of a few fat
storekeepers in Fremantle, cried out for
the excision of this clause. The desire of
the Fremantle people who opposed the
clause was, apparently, to confine the
trade of the port to High-street. Omly
vesterday hundreds of people landing
from thre: mail steamers in port had
found all the shops closed, with the
exeeption, as one person remarked, of
public-houses and bad houses. It had
been satirically asked whether Fremantle
was u religious settlement.  Without
Clause 8, the Bill would constitute the
grossest possible interference with the
liberty of the subject. The effect of the old
Act, which had passed this House by « very
narrow majority, had been to close dozens
of shops in the outskirts of the city and
to drive hundreds of people out of the
country. Many of the employees who
had petitioned in favour of the law had
received their dischatge as soon as it was
enacted, their services being no longer
required by reason of its operation. IE it
was necessary to limit the hours of
labour, let a straightforward Bill for the
limitation of working hours be intro-
duced. This was nobt a piece of ““white
man’s legislation.” However, he would
vote for the Bill, with Clause 8, as a
half-way measure. If that clause were
excised, then the Bill ought to be thrown
out altugether. As for Mr. Kidson’s
remark thut it was easy to get up a
petition--which remark had reference to
the petition presented by Mr. Randell—
a petition signed by small storekeepers
should carry more weight than a deputa-
tion eonsisting of large storekeepers and
their coerced assistants. The effect of
the old Act had been to give the large
storekeeper a monopoly. Children were
put by their parents into large stores io
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order that they might learn the irade
and eventually, with the aid@ of thew
savings, start 1n business for 1themselves,
On that ground alone we ought to sup-
port Clause 8, without which the Bill
was utterly bad.

Hown. R. 8. HAYNES: The excision of
this clause would work serivus harm.
Althongh not wedded to the provision as
it stood, he recognised that it leaned in
the right direction, and that with proper
safegnards it would work to great advant.-
age. He did not wish to accuse hon.
hon. members who were desirous of
striking out the clause, of popularity-
hunting : he gave them credit for sincerity.
He did object, however, to members
coming into the House with thelr minds
fully made up to a cerfain course, and
only casting around for arguments in
support of their preconceived views.
‘What was the use of discussion in such
circumstances ¥ Hon, members should
be prepared to listen to argnments
on both sides. Let them ask them.
selves the question, what was the object
gought to be atlained by this Bill?
The object was, to prevent the over-working
of shop employees. Mr. Kidson had
said so in introducing his measure some
three years ago. A deputation from
Fremantle which waited on him (Mr.
Haynes) had stated that the large store-
keepers, who employed many hands and
who closed at 6 o'clock, had threatened
that unless the small shopke pers were
bound to close at the same time, they them.
selves would in self-delence be compelled
to keep their shops open until 9 o’clock,
the hour at which the small stores clused.
It was the assistants who had agitated
for the iniroduction of early closing
legiglation.  Of course, a simpler safe-
guard than this Bill would be legislation
reducing the hour of lubour in shops.

Hovr. A. B. Kmpson: Why, then, did
not the Government introduce such
legislation P

Hown. R. 8. HAYNES: Why did not
the bon. member introduce it in the first
instance ? It had become a very bad law,
and bubblei out. The object sooght
for was a limitation of the hours of
labour. That could be done by intro-
ducing a Bill limiting the hours of labour
in shops. That, o some extent, but not
to a considerable extent, would be a hard-
ship on the large storekeeper, becanse
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the small shopkeeper, who had mno
assistants, was not bound to close at 6
o'clock, and we should have the anomaly '
of the small shopkeeper, who was not
bound to clese at 6 o’clock, trading by
the side of the large shopkeeper who was
bound to close at that hour. The argu-
ment had been advanced that if every
shop was not bound to close at 6 o’clock,
the large storekeeper threatened to over-
work his employees and keep his husiness
open until 9 o’clock. In effect the large
storekeeper said, “ I will become a sweater
uuless you punish somebody else, and
make all shops close at the time that 1
ehoose to close.” 'Those mostly interested
in this measure were the general public.
‘I'rue, the public did not come forward
with a petition, or hold mass meetings:
the public did not c¢ry out until their
pockets were touched. But the public
would complain when the Bill was passed,
as they did complain when the original
Act became law. When the people
wished to move in this matter they were
told that it was no use making the
attempt, because the Act would expire in
three years, when it would have to be
re-introduced, and then they could come
forward with amendments. He wished
to support the contention of the general
publie, and he said that for the con-
venience of the public some stores in the
suburbs should be allowed to remain
open at night. DMr. Kidson was not
correct in saying that the Government
were pledged to re-enact the old Act.
When the re-enacting measure was in-
troduced, the Minister adjourned the
consideration of it to enable bhim
(Mr. R. 8. Haynes) to draw up cer-
taim amendwents, but the vote of
censure coming on, the original Act

o'clock the small storekeeper would be
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| year in and year out, for a mere daily
| wage, and with their time so occupied
that they bad no chance of attempting to
earn money outside their ordinary vccupa.-
tion. The wage earners had no chauce
of laying by some few pounds with the
hope of becoming shopkeepers. The
effect of having large businesses would be
to deprive men of any desire to better
themselves; to rob them of any ambition
to rise above the common drudge.
Employees were kept at work so long,
that they were no good for any other
business than that in which they served.
They could never hope to start a large
business, and they were prevented from
opening a small shop. We had federa.
tion and intercolonial free trade. The

. larger the business the smaller the cost

of management, and consequently the
larger the profits. We should have the
whole of the business of this State being
conducted by establishments in other
States, The object of the Bill was to
induce very Jarge emporiums. One by
oune c¢very business in Perth would have
to close up, and the profits would all go
away from this State.

Hox. J. M. Speen: Have the busi-
nesses run by the State.

How, R. 8. HAYNES: We should
do nothing that would have the effect of
creating a monopoly or a ring. He knew
there were certain foreign firms——foreign
because they were not located in this
country—who were buying up all the
businesses in Perth. Hon. members
could go down Hay-street and see
various names over shop doors, but these
shops belonged to one firm, He could
name five shops, all of which seemed
to be doing a thriving business,

. but they all lelonged to one firm.
lapsed. If all stores had to close at 6

crushed out of existence, which was not

attempted to be demied. Shops in the
outskirts of Perth had been closed up,
and the business found its way info fhe
central part of Perth. In that way the
value of the property in the suburbs
decrensed, whereas the value of property
in the city increased. That spelt central-
isation. "All this was in favour of the
large storekeeper. Were the Committee
going to legislate for the purposes of
inducing people to become mere human
ma,chmes working from morning to night,

Many businesses in Hayv-street had been
closed from that one cause. Was it for
the advantage of the State that a large
business should be carried on by mere
buman machines, the enormous profits
from which business were being ex-
pended outside the State? Would a
statesinan encourage businesses employ-
ing, say, a thousand hands at wages of
10s. to £2 per week ? These employees,
by reason of physical disabilities, were
nol the kind of persons to build up a
nation. Legislation tending to foster
establishments of this nature was bad.
In adopting Clause 8 we should be vpen-
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ing up channels for assistants to start in | bad pointed out that it was obnoxious

business for themselves,
humblea way. The fostering of suburban
shops tended, moreover, to the desirable
end of decentralisation. Why should
people in outlying districts be prevented

from purchasing what they required after

6 o'clock ?

Hown. A. B. Kipson:
the people of the inside districts enjoy
the same privilege ¢

Why should not

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: Because very °

fuw people lived in those portions -of
large cities which were devoted to busi-
ness. London City and the central por-
tions of Sydney, for example, were
deserted at night. Certainly he would
not be disposed to support the Bill minus
Clause 8; since, if passed without the
clanse, it would give rise to much bicker-
ing and to a feeling of unrest. Hon,
members, whether in favour of the Bill
or averse to it, could accept this clause
as a sort of compromise. Our efforts
should be to settle the matter now and
for ever. Hon. members knew what
could he effected by such well-regulated
and well-timed deputations as the Fre-
mantle people were noted for, combined
with well judged letters to the Press.
According to Edmund Burke, “Tife is
made up of compromiges ;" and bon. mem-
bers should comprowise in this instance.
He himself had discussed the matter with
a Perth business man, who was one of the
strongest opponents of Clause 8. As a
result of the discussion, an agreement
had been arrived at between himself and
that gentleman, It was arranged that be
(Mr. Haynes) should vote for Clause 8
generally, but that he should move an
amesdmwent mwaking the closing hour 8
o'clock instead of 9 o’clock ; and, farther,
that he shoild move the insertion of a
new clanse giviog the Govoernor power by
proctamation to define within any mun-
cipality an ares, to which Clause 8 should
uot applv. He was not in a position Lo
say whether this suggested compromise
would meet with the general approval of
opponents of Clause 8. In the case of

. held during this vear.

Perth the area from the railway line to

the viver,
Lord street, might be exempted by
proclamation from the operation of the
clause. This area was suggested merely '
by way of illustration. The business man
with whom he had discussed

and from Melbourne road to -

in however | because various shopkeepersin Hay street

and Barrack street would be bound to
close at 6 o'clock, whilst others would
adopt the subterfuge of opening a small
shop and keeping it open under the
hushand-and-wife arrangement to the
disadvantage of their competitors. 7o
meet that dlfhculty. areas of exemption
should bLe defined.

Hon. R. G. Burers: It would be
impossible to define them fairly.

How, R. S. HAYNES: That was the
bon. member’s opinion; but ufter con-
siderable discussion, the business man in
question and himself had arrived at the
conclusion that the scheme was prac-.
ticable. On behalf of both the shop-
keepers and assistants, hon. members
should compromise. If it were found
that the suggested new clanse wus abused
in practice, it could be amended in the
course of next session, which would be
He merely men-
tioned now that he desired to move these
amendments, and would suggest that the
farther discussion of the clause be post-
poued.

Horv. R. LAURIE: Mr. Kidson's
amendment would have his support. The
gentlemen who opposed it were certainly
very inconsistent. They would have
acted more fairly and openly if on the
second reading they had moved *that
the Bill be read this day six monthns.”
Certainly they could not be in favour of
the measure in any way whatever. This
wag an Early Closing Bill, and the sup-
porters of Clause 8 ovidently did not like
early closing. In introducing the Rill
the Minisier for Lands had stated that
it was based on the South Australian
Act, and that South Australia, having
aduopted our original Act, had found it
necessary to arend the measure g0 as to
allow of suburban shops remaining open
until 9 o'clock at night. The hon.
gentleman, however, had failed to state
that the original South Austrahan Act,
which was by no means a close copy of
our lapsed Act, provided for the closing
of shops at 2 o’clock on Saturday, and
that this provision had caused such an
outery as to necessitate the extension
of the hours to 9 cd'clock. Possibly
South Australia might find it advisahle
within a short time to strike out

the clause | farther provisions of its original Act.
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1f the clause was allowed fo remain in
the Bill it wou'd mean that Chinese,
Japanese, and other aliens in the big
towns would open stores, and keep their
businesses going till nine o'clock. If
there was reason for smne shops to re-
main open until nine o'clock, why restrict
the hours at all? It bad been said that
when the mail steamers arrived at Fre-
mantle, persons who came ashore wanted
the necessatries of life and would not be
able to get them if the stores were
closed. Did anyone arriving at Fremantle
by a mail steamer want to go to a
grocer's shop?
satisfied this clause would create a num-
.ber of small alien shopkeepers, although
Mr. R. 8. Haynes bad suggested that we
could create arveas where these shop-
keepers could live. The hon. member
farther said that this clause would give a
young man an opporfunity of starting in
life for himself. If a voung man had to
ghart in the suburbs he bad a very small
chance indeed. Why should he not start
in the city 7 One hoped to see the clause
struck out. It had been said that the
Grovernment did not promise to re-enact
the old law. But the Premier did make
that promise, and he farther stated that it
was simply a mistake on the part of the
Minister in the Legislative Council that
the measure was allowed to lapse. If the
clause were struck out we should not hear
any outery.

Hox. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: The old
law was a great deal better than the pre-
sent Bill. We should strike out Clause 8.
Six o’clock was late enough to ask any-
body to serve in u shop. On the gold-
fields it was found that there was one
time for the shops in town to close
und another for the shops in the districts.
That did not concentrate husiness at all.
People could not congregate for pleasure
and recreation ; there was no uniform
methiod of life for the inhabitants of the
counfry. The hour of 6 o'clock for
closing had been well tried, and it was
late enough for anybody to work. Speak-
ing of the country, it was generally
ndmitted that people knocked off work at
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He (Mr. Laurie) was

about 5 o’clock, and there was plenty of

time until 6 to make necessary purchases.
He wasg pleased that the Bill would have
to go hefore another place, because the
members of the Assembly were more

recently elected from the country, there-

in Commillee.

fore they understood the feeling of the
people In the towns and the suburbs.
No member representing o suburban
clectorate would move that the shops
should remain open until 9 o’clock.

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES: This clause
was admitted to contain the crucial point
of the Bill, and it would be preferable to
postpone this important discussion. Time
ghould be given to refleet. He moved
that the farther consideration of the
clause be postponed. The Committes
could proceed with the remaining clauses
of the Bill.

Iloxn. A. B. KIDSON hoped the Com-
mittee would not agree to the postpone-
ment of the clause. Members knew that
the Bill wonld come on for consideration
to-night, and it scemed as if there was a
desire to merely play witll the measure.
On the second reading, there was a full
house, and every member had an oppor-
tunity of speaking. What could Dbe
gained by postponing the consideration
of theclause ?  The question was whether
or no the measure was to be based on the
lines of the old Act or not.

Hown. F. T. CROWDBER : Hon. mem-
bers should agree to the postponement,
for such an important Bill should be
considered when there was a full attend-
ance of members, and time shonld he
given to try to arrive at some compro-
mise. Out of 30 members only 15 were
present, and it wus not right that such o
few should tuke upon themselves to pass
the measure. Perhaps, as Mr. Kidson
was §0 anxious to go on, he was certain
of a majority.

Hown. J. D. CONNOLLY opposed the
postponement of the clause, as it would
be well for wembers to come to a deciston
when the arguments were fresh in their
minds. .If the clause were passed it
would encourage Asiatic storekeepers.

How. W. MALEY, in supporting the
postponement of the clause, said that
previously in the evening an attempt had
been made to burk discussion, and now,
in a thin House, an attempt was made to
force the clause to a division. The atten-
tion of members in another place should
he drawn to the tactics aduepted.

Hon.T.F.Q.BRIMAGE: Mr. Haynes's
motion, that the clause be postpaned, was
a reasonable one, and it would have his
support.
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Toe MINISTER FOR LANDS: It ! individual employer, there would be on

. the one side a group of workmen, and on
support. the motion for the postponement ! the other a group of employers, bargain-

wus to be hoped that hon. members would !

of the clause.
with one of the most inportant questions
likely to come before the House during
this session. The measure wffected the
interests of a large mumber of people,
and therefore the questions raised should
be decided in a full Committee. It was
unusual and indeed improper, if not
unconstitutional, to refuse time for farther
vousideration when important amend-
ments had been suggested. Moreover he,
as leader of the House, would like to see
on the Notice Paper the amendments
. which Mr. Kidson had expressed himself
as destrous of moving. It was unfair to
agk that important amendments should
be dealt with at a moment’s notice.

Howx. A. B. KIDSON: After the
remarks of the Minister for Lands, it
would perbaps be more courteous it he
fell in with the hon. gentleman’s views;
and he did so gladly.

Motion (Mr. Haynes's) put and passed,
.and the clause postponed.

On motion by the MiINISTER FOR
Lanps, progress reported and lea.ve given
to sit again.

INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION AND
ARBITRATION BILL.

SECOND READING {MOVED).

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS, in
moving the second reading, said: T shall
not need to detain hon. members long in
moving the second reading of this Bill,
the principle of which has, after very full
discussion, been generally admitted, inas-
much as we already have on our statute
book an Act on much the same lines.
The present Bill may be considered as an
amending Bill to the Act passed last
year. At this stage I desire merely to
refresh the memories of hou. members as
to the general objects of the Bill. Its
primary object, us we all know, is to
prevent strikes, if possible, by means of
arbitration and conciliation. With that
end in view. we provided in the existing
Act for the recognition of industrial
nnions of emplovees and of employers, so
that in case of disputes or disagreements
arising between the two parties there
might be what are termed collective
bargains, That is to say, instead of one

The present Bill dealt |

ing group with group; and thus we
impart, fo each side a degree of strength
not possrssed by its members as indi-
viduals, Agreements could be drawn up
between the two parties then. In order
that differences might be considered,
agreements drawn  up, and matters
generally facilitated, boards of concilin-
tion were constituted. The policy of
appeinting these hoards has formed the
subject of much discussion; hut in the
end it was decided here, as in New Zea-
land and in the sister Stutes, that they
should Le brought into existence. Even
New South Wales, which by its latest
Arbitration Act does away with concilia-
tion boards, retains them under another
law. One clause of the Bill before hon.
members makes it possible to pass over
the hoard of conciliation and go direct to
the court of arbitration: that is, if so
decided by a majority of one side.
There is also provision for the appoint-
ment of special boards, consisting of

experts, to deal with cases involving
expert questions.

How. G. Rawpern: A very gnod
provision.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
I desire to draw the particnlar attention
of hon. members to the definition of
“worker.” I dare say it will he within
the recollection of most members that
when discussing the present Act we as a
body—and I think we have sometimes
been bauled over the coals for it—
rather limited the interpretation of
“ worker.” At the time we did so, we
were not, perhaps, as familiar with this
class of legislation as we are to-day ; and
we therefore thought it better to proceed
cautiously. However, we limiled the
definition of * worker ™ to certain classes
of lahour, of which clertcal lahour was
not one. Rightly or wrongly, thut was
done. Though perhaps it might have
been wiser not to impose the limitation, we
undoubtedly thought at the time that in
imposing it we were acting for the best.
The Government hope that now, this
legislation having been tried throughout
Australia and betug well recognised as a
valuable piece of legislation, the House
will consider it reasonable to extend

individual workman h'l.rqa.mmg with one | somewhat the definitton of “ worker.”



2656

Conciliation Bill :

The interpretation given by this Bill is as
follows :—

[COUNCIL.]

“ Worker * means any person of any age or -

either sex employed or usually employed by
any employer to do any skiiled or unskilled
manual or ¢lerical work for hire or reward in
any industry.

Hon. wembers will note the words
extending the definition of work, “any

skilled or unskilled manual or clerical -
A very

work.” The definition seems
reazonable one; for, after all, if the
measure be a good one we may as well
allow it to be exercised as broadly as
possible. I do not think we shall now

Second reading.

of Conciliators may be constituted and the
members thereof, together with all necessary
officers, appointed by the Governor, by notice
in the Gareile, to meet any case of emergency
or any special case of industrial dispute.

This clause again tends to make the
measure more complele, inasmuch as it
provides that cuses of extraordinary diffi-
culty, or cases involving special circum-
stances, may be dealt with by a board
consisting purcly of experts. The pro-
vision will, I believe, be found a valuable

. ong in practice.

Hon. . RaxneLL: You forgot to suy

. that a board of experts ¥ dissvlved so

experience the same desire as in the past .

to limit the classes of labour, or even to
limit the age of the workers, the measure
shall apply to. The present Bill ¢contains
no limitation as to age. Next, I have
to call attention to Clause 8, which pro.
vides that in the case of employers any
two or more persons employing no less
than 50 persons may form an industrial
union of employers, whilst in the case of
an industrial union of workers the number
of members must not be less than 15.

Hon. A. R. RicearDson : Of any age ?

Tee MINISTER FOR TLANDS.
We have not limited the age at all. The
question of age has been left open.

How. A. B. RicHarDpsoN: And there
i8 no limitation as to sex ?

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
The definition is left entirely unlimited
in those two respects. Of course, the
wmatter is one for hon. members to
consider,
of those limitations is reasonable. Tuarn-
ing to Clause 34, hon. members will see
that boards of conciliation are to consist
of three, five, or seven persons; so here
we have another slight variation from the
existing Act. The board is to consist of
three, five, or seven members as the
Governor may determine. ‘The provision
will, I think, tend to convenience in a
State like ours. In sparsely populated
districts it may be thought desirable to
appoint small boards of three members,
whilst in populous centres it will, of
course, be eagy to constitute boards of five
or seven members. I think hon. mem-
bers wili agree with me that the alteration
is a reasonable one. Clause 49 deals
with special boards :

In any part of the State, whether included
in an industrial district or not, a. special Board

soon as it has tried the special case for
which it was appointed.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS: At
present, I am only calling attention to
the broud features of the Bill, and the
points of difference between it and the
existing Act. The matter Mr. Randell
refers to will come up in Committee.

How. G. Rawperr: The point is an

" important one.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
tlre hon. member considers itimpoctant, I
am gorry I neglected to mention it. Tt is
certainly one that will have to be con-
sidered when the Bill is taken into
Committee. I do not wish to weary hon.
wmewmbers by entering into details of the
measure, with which, generally speaking,
they are already famillar. [ desire
merely to draw attention to actual points
of difference between this Bill and the
existing Act. Clause 59, Paragraph 1,

It appears to me the absence - provides for the constitution of the

arbitration court:—

The Court shall consist of three members
appointed by the Governor. One member
gball be appointed on the recommendation of
the industrial nnions of employers, and one on
the recommendation of the industrinl unions of
workers, as provided by the next following
section, and the third member shall be a Judge
of the Supreme Court, nominated as herein-
after provided by the Governor to act in that
gchalf. Such Judge shall be President of the

ourt.

Hon. members will see that the Bill
retains the court as originally intended by
the previous Act. There has been a great

. deal of discussion on this clause; but I

think matiers will be very much

. simplified now that we have, or very soon

shall have, four Judges. With the
additional Judge, the Government will be

. able to call on a member of the Supreme

Court Bench to travel even to distant
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parts of the State for the purpose of
trying cases under this measure. Clause
69, which has Leen very fully discussed,
ig of importance. Itreads:—

(1.) Before a dispute is referred to a Board,
the parties to the dispute, or a majority of the
parties whose interests are with the employers,
or & majority of the parties whose interests
are with the workers, may, in the prescribed
manner, refer the dispute to the Court direct.

(2.) Sbould any question arise as to whether
all, or a majority of such pariies on one side or
the other have ngreed to such refercnce, the
queation shall he settled by the President
upon sammons under section one hundred.

It is self-evident that in cases where the
parties are not able fo conciliate, they
should be at liberty to go at once before
the comrt of arbitrution, thos saving much
expense and a good deal of time I

consider the provision a very valuable -

one indeed. Clause 107, dealing with
Government employees, is a somewhat
controversial one, and has been much
discussed in another place. Hon. mem-
bers will no doubt give it close attention
during the Committee stage. It reads:

If any person employed by the Government

on daily wages, payable weekly or fortnightly,
is a member of any industrial union compesed
of workers of the same trade as such pereon, or
of any association or society of Government
survants, the Minister of the department in
which such person is employed shall, in rela-
tion to all such persons who are for the time
being wembers of such union, association, or
society and for the purposes of this division of
this Act, be deewmed an employer, and such
persons shall be deemed workers.
A new principle is involved here. It may
be advisuble to pass the clause exuctly as
it stands ; but [ wizsh hon. members clearly
to understand that in the past it bas
always been held that Ministers are
responsible to Parliament and to the
country, and that even Parliament is
itself not subject to the Supreme Court.
By this clause the Parliament of the
enuntry will be subject to an agency out-
side; a board formed of employers and
workers. That is a direct departure from
what has, in the past, been the constitu-
tional procedure.

How. J. D. Connorry drew attention
to the state of the House. -

[Bells rung and quorum formed.]

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
wish merely to direct attention to Clause
107, so that before it comes on for dis-
cussion in Committee, members can con-
sider it carefnlly. It is an important

|30 Jawuary, 1902.]
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clause, I admit, and the principle has not
been before the Parlinment previcusly. I
do not say it is wrong: it may be right,
and if members support it, it will become
the law of the country. But at the same
timne I would like to draw attention to the
fact that the Ministry, as the representa-
tive of the Parliament and the people, will
bave to come under the jurisdiction of a
board of this kind. That really comes to
this: that the Parliament of the country
is subject to the board. Principally
questions of wages will arise, which means
that the estimates will be interfered with.
It is a new departure—the appointment
of a board above the Parliament of the
country for settling these disputes. There-
fore I should like the clause to be care-
fully considered. This is a very impor-
tant matter, and I do not say which side
I shall support. Iam merely putting the
point forward for careful consideration,

How. R. &. Burces: Has it been
adopted in any other State?

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not
in any other State. In New Zealand,
wlere we might have thought it would
have been adopted, they have com-
missioners. But commissicners do not
hold the same relations to Parliament as
Ministers do, and at the present time we
have no commissioners. All are Minis-
ters, who hold entirely different positions
to what commissioners do. Commis-
sioners are not elected, nor are they
responsible to the Parliament and to the
people of the State. That is a very
important point. I hope the clause will
be very carefully cousidered by every
member of the House before it bevomes
law. Tt may be right, and it has been
carried in another place; at the same time
the onus and responsibility will rest on
this House as to whether the provision
becomes law or not. It is an entirely
new departure, and nowherc is it the law
of the country. The principle ought to
be carefully considered by every member
of the House, on whose responsibility the
passing of the measure rests. I shall not
detain the House farther on the seecond
reading of the Bill, beecanse members
already kmow the principle which has
bheen discussed; and we all admit thai
the principle is sound. It is 2 new depar-
ture in legislation, which has only occurred
within the last few years. It has been

| truly tested, and is’ looked upon as a



2653 Compensation Bill:

[COUNCIL.]

gound departure in legislation at this -

time of day.
On motion by Hon. G. RaxpeLi,
debate adjourned.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION BILL.
SECOND READING.

Debate resumed from the previous
gitting, on the motion for second reading.

How. R. 5. HAYNES (Central): T am
glad this Bill has been introduced. I
have carefully compared it with the Act
in force in England —it has been in force
in England since 1897, four or five years—
and although the Bill at a first glance
seems somewhatdifferent from the English
Act, yet the principle is the same, although
the mode of treating the subject matter
is somewhat different. I do not know if
the Bill is not an improvement, in the
manner of drafting, on the Act in force
in England. The English Act is some-
what obscure to a person reading it
casually, ag I did, for the purpose of
contrasting it with this Bill. The clauses
in the KEuglish Act are very lobg, and
somewhat involved. In this Bill they
are somewhat shorter, and the measure
seems very much better. The principle
is the same, with the exception of what
the Minisier for Lands stated, that com-
pensation is allowed in England to the
amount of £300, while here it is to be
£400. That is a somewhat larger sum,
but the condition of the country here is
such that increased compensation should
be allowed on account of the cost of living
being higher. It would appear at first
sight that it is a measure thut would work
rather harshly on contractors, but I do
not think that is so; because after all the
contractors in their contracts will make
provision for the amount they will have
to pay for imsuring their workmen. I
regret to say that a proposal is on foot in
this State to ruise the price of insurance

from 5s. per cent., which was the previously |

Second rending.

pay something like £18,000. These
figures were piven to me to-day. That
is due to the grossly excessive damages

. which Perth juries have been in the habit

of returning in cases of accidents in
mines. I lmow of one cabe in which an
accident occurred; I remember the case

. particularly, for very heavy damages

existing rate, up to the enormous rate of -

£1 10s. per cent.

Hon. T. F. O. Beimace: It was never
as Jow as 5s.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: Five shillings
wag the previous rite: mow it is up to
30s., so I am informed. Take the mines
in Kalgoorlie; they pay at the rate of
£3,000 a year to the insurance funds, but
under the increased rate they will have to

were awarded to a man who was suffer-
ing from some injury received in an
accident, and whether it was the effect of
the verdict on him, or what it was, I do
not know, but he hecame well immediately
after he got the damages, and walked as
straight as a rush, while the way in
whick he dragged himself to the witness-
box was deplorable. That is only by the
wuy.

%ON. G. RavpreLL: Was there medical
evidence ¥

Hown. R. 8, HAYNES: There was the
usual cross-swearing amongst the doctors.
The contractor in the end does not pay
at all, but the proprietor. [t is a taxnot
on the contractor, but on the " public.
And after all when you come to look at
it it is proper. If a workman is a married
man vwith a wife and three or four
children, and he earns a daily wage only
sufficient to supply their daily wants, and
that man breaks his leg and is for six
months away from work, somebody keeps
him. He has to live,and it is very much
better that the money should come to
him withount his going praying or begging
for it. And after all 1t would come out
of the general fund. At present he would
go to the hospital, and it would come
out of the peneral fund. He may con-
tract bad debts, which would come out of
the small storekeeper, who would make
them come out of his superior creditor.
It is much better, afier all, where we find
persons working for a daily wage which
does not enable them to put by a fund
for a rainy duy, and when we know
they may meet with accidents during
which time they must be supported,
that we should make some provision for
their support. The principle of the Bill
is good. There are some amendments I
would like to move in Committee, but
they are somewhat small. Clause 5 of
the Bill says:—

The employer shall not be liable in respect
of any injury which— (a.) Does not disable the
worker for a period of at least two weeks from
earning full wages at the work at »hich he
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was ewployed; of (b.) Is directly attributable :

to the gross neglect or wilful misconduet of
the worker.

I do not know what *“gross neglect or
wilful misconduct” means. It is a very
broad tern. Supposing certain orders
are given that a workmau is not allowed
to walk across a certain place, or that he
is not allowed to use a certain tamping
rod for pressing home a charge; suppos-
ing he is not allowed to use a steel tamping
rod, and instructions are given that he
must. not, but he uses it in direct violation
of the rules, which have been approved by
the Minister in the usual way; if a man
does a thing like that and is injured in
consequence, he should not be entitled to
compensation. I suggest, for the con-
sideration of mewmbers, that if an accident
is caused by the wilful unobservance of
rules approved by the Minister for Mines,
and prominently displayed in the imme-
diate vicinity of the employment, then
the employer should not be liable. I
think in a case like that a man ought to
get compensation,

Hox. R. G. Burars: Has he to prove
the accident ?

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES: The accident
itself is suflicient, without negligence
being proved at all Say an acecident
happens on the Midland: the proof of
the nccident is sufficient. The accident
has happened, and that is all that has to
be shown. I desire to put my view
before the House, for acceptance or rejec-
tion by hon. members. I havene personal
interest whatever in the Bill. To my
mind, it is absolutely necessary that we
should insert in it a clanse providing that
the compensation awarded to any person
injured shall be payable directly to that
person and shall not be payable to or
divisible amongst, either wholly or as to
any portion of it, the members of any
society. Such a provision is abaolutely
necessary, because societies have been
formed for the express purpose of bring-
ing tbese actions. These societies are
making splendid profits, and are a down-
right cursc t¢ the country. Clause 140,
I believe, is not to be found in the
English Act. I have been requested to
submit to the consideration of the House
an amendment to this effect—that the
employee of a sub-contractor may be
empowered, if he choose to do se, to
contract himself ont of the Act lo this
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extent, that he will not look to the
original proprietor for damages but will
be satisfied with his remedy against the
sub-contractor. It has been pointed out
to me that on the goldfields all the work
of sinking and driving is done by con-
tract. Such work is let to a party of
sub-contractors, possibly five or six
miners ¢lubbing together. These five or
gix men then employ three or four other
miners. It is advisable to let swnking
and driving to such sub-contractors as
these, because no overseer is required:
the sub-contractors are working to their
own advantage, and, of course, they put
in as much work as they possibly can. The
original mine owner, or the original
employer, has no power whatever over the
men employed by the sub-gontractors;
these employees look to the immediate
sub-contractors. In case of accident a
sub-contractor’s employee may have no
claim against the sub-contractor but
can sue the oviginal contractor, the mine
owner, who is then called on to pay
damages which the sub-contractor has
pot to pay. It is stated that this
law inflicts hardship on the mine owner,
and 18 likely to put an end to sub-con-
tracting altogether. The person injured
has his rights under the Mines Regulation
Act. That Act throws a farther Lability
on the mine owner; and it has been
suggested to me that in view of the
already existing multiplicity of provisions
in favour of the worker it is unfair to
saddie the mine owner with farther
Liabilities. It is maintained that work-
men should be able to enter into contracts
under which they would in case of acei-
dent hold the mine owner harmless, and
would look to their inmediate employer,
the sub-contractor, for compensation.
A man canpot, of course, contract him-
self outside the Mines Regulation Aect.
The matter deserves the serious con-
stderation of the House, because there
is reason to belisve that unless some
relief of the pature indicated be granted,
sub-contructing on the fields will prac-
tically be stopped, and the development
of the mives in consequence retarde 1.
I shall ask goldfields members to cxplain
the matter more fully to the House.
Hon. members must understand that T
put the position to them fairly, as re.
quested, baving no personal interest
whatever in the subject. At the time
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the suggestion was made to me, I
thought it a very rcasonmable one; but,

nevertheless, I wish to hear the views of ‘

goldfields members on it.

MemBER: Do you mean that the sub-
contracter should be liable ?

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES: Yes; the sub-
contractor, but not the mine owner, in
the case of a sub-contract. The working
miner might be empowered to agree,
when taking work under a sub-contractor,
that he will look for compensation to
that sub-contractor, and will not claim it
from the mine owner. I repeat, wmy
reason for considering the suggestion a
fair one is that the Mines Regulation
Act already throws a heavy liability on
the mine owner. Of course, I do not for
a moment suggest that any person should
contract himeelf outside that Act; because
its principles are sound.  Except in the
points I have indicaied, the preseat Bill
18 a good one; and, moreover, one that
i8 sorely needed. It has always been a
matter of surprise to me that such a Bill
a8 this bas not been introduced before.
The measure has been in force in England
for the last four or five years, and no
endeavours have been made to secure its
repeal ; neither has there been any outcry
against it. Certainly the House of Com-
mons is in the van with respect to this
piece of legislation. I welcome the intro-
dnction of the measure; and I trust that
when I bring my amendments before the
House they will be accepted as just and
reasonable.

On motion by Hon. F. T. CrowDER,
debate adjourned.

_ ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 935 o’clock,
until the next Tuesday.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Land at Dundas.

Legislatibe HAsgembly,
Thursday, 30th January, 1902.

Question : Land Settlement, Dundas—Question : Mooje-
bing Townsehip, Survey—-Question : Rabbits, Fene.
iog Line—Question: Coolgardie Water Stheme,
Scour Rings—Question : Railway Spark Arresters—
Question: Supreme (ourt Bnildings. Stonp or
Ktuceco—-Question ; Militnry {'ontingent, Upiforms
—Question : Agricnitural Rank, lrasch Ofice—

estion : Knlgoorlie Electric Power, Extensicn---
algoorlie Trunway BHill, first reading - -Rush Fires
Bill, Recorumittal, reported - Brands Bill, in Com-
mittee, reported —-Anmunl Eastimates (resumed),
Railways to end, reported—Pawnbrokera Bill, first
reading —Dividend Duty Amendment Bil), second
rending—Adjournment.

The SFEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock p.m.

Praxyers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the CorownisL SecreETaRY: By-laws
of Guildford and Paddington munici-
palities.

Ordered.to lie on the table.

QUESTION—LAND SETTLEMENT,
DUNDAS,

Mr. A. E. THOMAS asked the Pre-
mier:—1, Whether it is a fact that
several and repeated applications have
Ieen made under the conditional purchase
clause for land in the salmon gum and
grass patch districts, situated between
Norseman and Esperance. z, Whether it
is true that these applications have been
refused. 3, If so, for what reason? 4, If
the reason be that the land is situated
within the Dundas Goldfield, whether
the Sonthern boundary can be amended
50 as to include all auriferous country,
and make available the pastoral and
agricultural country for settlement. s,
Whether the Government, recognising the
importance of land settlement in proximity
to a goldfield, will cause inquinies to
be made as to the suitability of this
land for settlement, the demand existing
for it, and its freedomn from minerals,

“with a view of making it available for

settlement, at the earliest possible dute,
on the same terms and conditions exist-
ing in the Sonth-West Division. 6,
Whether, if immediate selection he made
under the Goldfields Act (Miners’ Home-
steadd TLeases), land so selected may
afterwards be brought under the Lands

I Act in the event of the Government



